1980 – Jack and the Beanstalk
With Sean O’Malley again providing leadership, Joe McCarthy producing & directing and Mary Stankard undertaking secretarial duties, Renmore’s second pantomime ‘Jack & the Beanstalk’ was launched on 1st January 1980 at ‘The Jesuit Hall’ for 6 performances. Admission charges were the same as 1979. It was described on the ‘Irish Independent’ as the West’s answer to Maureen Potter!

With a cast of over 85, the Panto had Tom Duggan starring in the title role with Margaret Duggan as his charming and beloved ‘Jill’. J.P.Bohan built up the heels of his boots to give added elevation to his role as the ‘Giant’. His henchman the evil ‘Gastric’ was played with ferocity by Denis Quilty. Maeve Canavan was the cruel Giant’s wife. Gerry Ferguson settled even more into his role as the lovable ‘Dame’. Liam Glynn & Eamonn Carr were outrageously funny as ‘Dilly & Dally’. John Duggan and Ita Lynch were a stately ‘King & Queen’. Liam Belton proved to be a stingy ‘Baron’ with Edel McFadden playing his exuberant daughter. Delightful Mairéad Glynn as the ‘Good Fairy’ ensured that all lived happily ever after. Michael Holian & Richard Ridge were the light-footed ‘Daisy the Cow’.
King’s bodyguard was Michael Hassett who doubled as a robot with Coilín Ó Ceallaigh. Valerie Wright was a ‘ghostly’ figure. Royal attendants were Áine Canavan, Caroline Sherlock, Sheila Glynn & Mairéad Glynn. The ‘Witch’ was played by Eilisa McDonnell while on stage with his trumpet was Master Huntsman Jimmy Higgins.
The troupe of Guys & Dolls also included John Leen, Peter Coppinger, Noel Leahy, Conn Ó Ceallaigh, Paul Holloway, Brendan Wilkins, Declan McDonnell, John Glennon, Ann Sands, Mary Stankard, Teresa O’Hara, Cepta Byrne, Caroline Cawley, Noreen Molloy, Roslyn Keane, Noemi Gavin. Claire O’Toole, Grace Conneely, Triona Kennedy, Breege Pender, Susan Walsh, Cliona McDonnell, Gisela Junold & Sigrid Junold.

Giant’s Slaves were Tracey Holian, Carmel Garvey, Dorothy Kelly, Annette Nugent, Deirdre Horan, Suzanne Pender, Caroline Duane, Terri Fitzgerald, Catherine Murphy, Marie McDonnell, Carol Jordan, Lisa Kennedy, Mary Fay, Deirdre Gavin, Geraldine Sherlock, Niamh McCarthy, Caroline Ward, Gerard Murphy, Enda Quain, Brian O’Neill, Patrick Kelly, Brendan Mee & Gregory Cawley.

Smurfs, prepared by Eileen McCarthy were Orina Belton, Emer McCarthy, Nessa Cawley, Cliona Breathnach, Orla Sands, Sinéad Dunleavy, Ann Conneely, Amanda Haverty, Judith Higgins, Clodagh Lynch, Lorraine Hughes, Aisling McCarthy, Fiona Duggan, Olga Lynch & Leighanna Wright.
The 100 strong Scoil Caithríona Senior School Band gave a wonderful selection of music on their accordians, bell lyres, drums, recorders, batons and whistles. They were guided and conducted by Padraig O’Grady & Enda Kilbane. 

Len Wright & Paddy Doherty made sets and props. Sean O’Malley was stage manager. Gearóid Hartigan looked after lights with Fr. Eamonn Dermody on ‘follow spot’. Betty Quirke did make-up. Áine Quilty and Ita Lynch were in charge of wardrobe. Rebecca Bartlett was director of principals. Martin Tuohy took the chorus through their paces. Ann Sands was choreographer. Triona Glynn achieved beautiful harmony arrangements.

The 3-hour entertainment moved smartly from 5 year old milkmaid Smurfs through ballet, robots, giant’s slaves, dizzyland creatures & fairies. An 8-piece orchestra featuring Paul Gaughan (MD), Bernard Shapiro, Triona Glynn, Peter Gilroy, Jimmy Higgins, Michael D’Arcy, Mick O’Toole & Stephen Conneely provided excellent backing for choruses & soloists before packed and enthusiastic audiences.

 The following extracts are from a review penned by Frances Beatty, Murrough Avenue, Renmore in the ‘Renmore Parish Newsletter’ and in ‘The Connacht Tribune’.

Funniest ever production. Cast were enjoying themselves as much as the audience. Marvellous continuity of movement right from the opening Spanish number to the now popular ‘He’s got the Whole World in His Hands’. The Giant himself was only 18 and what a marvellous Giant he made! The tension and excitement were electric, relieved only by Dungeon Disco Dancers – ‘It’s a Hard Knock Life’. Dilly & Dally could do a two-man show anytime and really ‘pack-em-in’. How gently Tom Duggan as Jack handled the little milkmaid Smurfs?
Everyone loved Widow Twankey with her agonies & ecstasies and her frustrations with her gentle son. Who would ever suspect that the Baron & herself would find romance together? Daisy the Cow was a real delight although one could not help feeling sorry for the lad who played the ‘rear end’ – Richard Ridge.

Maeve Canavan’s song ‘Auf Wiedersehen’ to her robot friend brought out Maeve’s beautiful voice to perfection. Paul Gaughan’s ‘Sound of Silence’ to his own guitar accompaniment was really professional. Joe McCarthy should be justly proud of this production. Still one cannot cook a fine meal without fine ingredients & around Renmore Joe had talent go leor!
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Edel McFadden (Saliva)
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‘amonn Carr and Liam Glynn




[image: image4.jpg]



Gerry Ferguson 
(Widow Twankey)
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Ann Sands

 (Choreographer & Dancer)
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Scoil Caithríona Senior School Band
