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Renmore Pantomime Society – the Beginnings (Summary)

Renmore Pantomime was founded 40 years ago in the tiny kitchen of Renmore’s School

Hall. The young curate, Seán O’Malley suggested to some of his fellow badminton players - including John Duggan, Liam Belton, Denis Quilty, John Benson and John Power- that Renmore should produce a Pantomime. Seán conceived the idea of a Panto at the Badminton Social that previous week when local talent abounded and Denis Quilty and John Duggan did an impromptu ice-cubed version of “The Hole in the Bucket”. So Joe McCarthy who lived in Renmore and who had experience of producing very successful CIE Tops of the Town Shows was called upon and the rest is history.
Photos and History of the past 40 years may be viewed on www.renmorepantomime.com or Google ‘Renmore Pantomime’
Photos and History of the Past 30 years

 Renmore Singers

Renmore Pantomime Mission Statement

Renmore Pantomime Society was founded in 1979; To produce an annual Christmas Pantomime; To foster, encourage and assist theatrical, cultural and artistic activities, primarily in the Renmore Community, but also throughout Galway City and its environs; To assist, where possible, from time to time whatever charitable causes are deemed to be appropriate by the Executive Committee.

Renmore Pantomime - The Story So Far - (1979 -2019)
Renmore today is a thriving & beautiful suburb of Galway City. The Parish Church nestles beside acres of lush green open space. Gentle waves lap the shores of Ballyloughane Beach. Renmore is a Garden of Delight - the Environmental jewel in the City Crown. 

Over 45 years ago, young couples from all over the country came to live in this newly built estate. Many of the now well established groups were then taking their first tentative steps. In 1978 the seed was sown for the Renmore Pantomime.

At that time, the School Assembly Hall was our only social centre. Here in the tiny kitchen, Sean O’Malley suggested to his team-mates in the Renmore Badminton Club that they should consider having a Parish Pantomime.

They agreed and Joe McCarthy who had produced ‘Tops of the Town Shows’ for CIE was asked to direct. 

Marvellous community spirit swept the project along and ‘Goody Two- Shoes’ was launched at the Jesuit School Hall, Sea Road, Galway on 6th January 1979.
That first production made an immediate impact. The planned 3 Night Run had to be extended to 5.

The momentum gathered pace in the following years for ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ & ‘Aladdin’. The Jes Hall could no longer cater for the crowds.

We moved to Leisureland in 1982 for ‘Old King Cole’.

The huge Leisureland auditorium presented a new challenge. A ‘Cast of Thousands’ became the Slogan of the Day.

Favourable Reviews & Newspaper Headlines generated great interest. Long queues outside Leisureland built up expectations.
We packed in, almost 2,000 people for some Matinees. Children were all over the place, even crawling up into the orchestral pit.
The years rolled by. The atmosphere was often electric. We had increased audience participation as the bond between Performers & Patrons intensified.

After ‘Mother Goose’ in 1992 it was time to hand over the reins to the Power Twins. They had been involved since the beginning as Singers, Dancers & Choreographers.

The cast gradually changed as new talent emerged from all parts of the City & County. 

While we treasure & nurture our amateur community status, we always aim for Professional Standards.

The roller-coaster of successes continued. In 1996 for ‘Babes in the Wood’ the Society moved into the refurbished Town Hall Theatre. Here, improved Technical, Stage & Seating facilities further enhanced the growing reputation of the Panto. 
During the past 40 years 1,400 artists have taken part. It has attracted support from local & far away places. It has entertained audience numbers in excess of 250,000.

The Renmore Pantomime is now firmly established on the calendar of family entertainment for the first 2 weeks of every January.
